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order that they might not be forced away by the strength of
the current. Having made this raft In the form of a
bridge about two hundred feet in length, they added to the
end of It two other larger floats very firmly joined together,
but fastened to the rest in such a manner that the cable by
which they were held might easily "be cut asunder. They
fixed also many ropes to these, by means of which the boats
that were to tow them across might keep them from being
carried down the stream; and thus resisting the current,
convey the elephants on them to the other side. They next
spread a great quantity of earth upon the rafts, laying it on
until they had rendered them level, and similar in color with
the road on the land that led to the passage. The elephants
being accustomed to obey the Indians did so till they ap-
proached the water, but; never daring to venture in, they first
led forward two female elephants along the rafts, when the
rest presently followed. Upon reaching the extreme rafts, the
cables which fastened them to the rest were cut, and they
were instantly towed by the boats towards the other side. At
this, the, elephants being thrown into great- disorder, turned
every way, and mushed to every part of the raft. But being
surrounded on all sides by water, tlxeir fears subsided, and
they were constrained to remain wlicre they stood. In this
manner were the j^reater part of. the elephants brought over,
two rafts being tints continually fitted to the rest. Some,
however, through fear, threw themselves into the stream in
the midst of the passage. The Indians who conducted these
all perished, but the beasts themselven escaped; for owing to
the strength and HI 20 of their trunks they were able to raise
those above the water, and breathe through them; and thus
discharging the water an it entered tlicir mouth, they held
out, and walked across the most part of the river,"ere
